The Phoenician Alphabet 
The Phoenicians were skilled mariners who made a very important contribution to civilizations around the world: their alphabet.
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	based
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Phoenicians ___________ sailed across the Mediterranean trading cedar lumber, purple dye and other trading goods. As Phoenician wealth grew, the Phoenicians needed to keep ___________ of their trade. To do this, they developed one of the earliest ___________ in the world. An alphabet is a written form of language consisting of ___________ where one letter represents one sound. With an alphabet, words can be written by ___________ letters.

The Phoenician alphabet was much simpler than other writing systems as Egyptian ___________ or Sumerian ___________, which used complex systems of ___________ to represent words. With picture systems of writing, you needed a different character for each word. And so picture systems needed thousands of characters, whereas the Phoenician alphabet had only 22 letters. The Phoenician alphabet was easy to ___________, so ___________ were no longer the only ones who could read and write. 

As Phoenician traders sailed around the Mediterranean, their alphabet ___________ to the people they traded with. Even today, the written form of many languages is ___________ on the Phoenician alphabet.
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