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Meroe was the center of a thriving trading civilization in Kush. Fill in the blanks below with words from the box.

	exported
	feathers
	furnaces
	imported

	iron
	Meroe
	Meroitic
	routes

	skins
	tombs
	trade
	weapons


When the Egyptians defeated the Kushite army and destroyed the city of Kerma, the Kushite leaders moved their capital to ___________, a city located farther south.  This is known as the ___________ period. 

Meroe, which was located on the Nile River, was also at the crossroads of several overland trade ___________. It became a center of ___________. The Kushites ___________  gold,  pottery, spices, ivory,  animal ___________, ostrich ___________ and ___________ tools to other regions of Africa, Asia, and the Mediterranean. The Kushites ___________ fine jewelry and luxury goods from Egypt and other regions. In fact, goods from all over the Mediterranean area have been found in ___________ around Meroe.

Trade in iron tools brought Meroe much fame and wealth. Workers dug the iron ore from pits in the region around Meroe. The ore was then melted in ___________ and taken to Meroe where craft workers used it to make tools and ___________.
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