Ashoka the Buddhist King of India
Ashoka was an emperor of India from around 273 B.C. Under his reign, Buddhism spread throughout India and abroad. Fill in the blanks below with words from the box.

	Ashoka
	bloodshed
	Buddhism
	converted

	India
	Mauryan
	meat
	missionaries

	renounced
	roads
	wells
	witnessing


The first empire in India was established in northern India by the ____________ kings around 321 B.C. One king in particular was responsible for the spread of ____________ throughout India and other regions of the world. That king was king ____________, a fierce warrior and hunter.
He wasn't born a Buddhist, however. He ____________ to Buddhism after ____________ the violence of his wars of conquest. In his early reign, Ashoka was a strong ruler and expanded the Mauryan rule throughout most of ____________. As he conquered neighboring kingdoms, he saw firsthand the ____________  and pain his wars had caused. Finally, after a particularly bloody campaign against Kalinga, he ____________  violence and became a Buddhist. He even refused to eat ____________  or kill animals. 
He now worked to improve the lives of his people. He built ____________ throughout the empire and dug ____________  for his people. He also worked to spread Buddhism in the world, sending ____________ to lands throughout Asia.
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